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and Jeannette Caruso, Marketing Coordinator, recently joined Acentech’s
Trevose office team to provide additional client support. To accommodate its growing staff and expanded
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added three consultants since January and plans to expand further in the coming
year. To accommodate its growing staff and business, Acentech recently relocated its West Coast office to
larger space at 250 N. Westlake Blvd in Westlake Village.

The Paramount Center’s other program elements include a 170-seat film screening room, a black box
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organization of the varied programmatic uses. Numerous program configurations were investigated
and tested prior to arriving at the current arrangement.
Once the basic building design was established, Elkus Manfredi assisted Emerson College through the
complex City and State level approval process. Collaboration with the Boston Landmarks Commission, Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston Preservation Alliance and Boston Redevelopment
Authority ensured the project’s success. In addition, presentations were given to neighboring condominium associations and trade organizations. With the necessary approvals in place, Elkus Manfredi
administered the 26-month long construction process establishing substantial completion in December
of 2009.
Acentech, a nationally recognized multi-disciplinary acoustics, audiovisual systems design, and vibration consulting firm, consulted on the acoustical design of the facility, providing guidance on room
acoustics, sound isolation between the stacked spaces on this tight urban site, and mechanical system
noise control in the historic building.
BOND, the construction manager for The Paramount Center project, faced complex challenges preserving and renovating the theater and building on a tight urban footprint without impact to neighbors.
To preserve the Arcade building’s façade, BOND applied a complicated brace frame until permanent
connections could be made to the building’s new structural steel. The firm identified and solved a
multitude of challenges, such as missing steel within the historic brick walls, supporting the hollow Washington Street sidewalk previously used as coal storage, and installing the massive scaffolding system to
work on the theatre ceiling. BOND also raised the custom air-handling unit to the building’s roof with a
360-ton crane, just one inch from the neighboring Opera House building and while a show was in progress. The Opera House had no impact to their venues, and construction effects were minimized for the
1,500 residences surrounding the project.
Additional project team members included Auerbach Pollock Friedlander for theater consulting and
sound, video and communications systems; R. G. Vanderweil Engineers for mechanical, electrical,
plumbing and fire protection engineering; Ammann & Whitney Consulting Engineers for structural engineering; Cline Bettridge Bernstein for lighting design; Nitsch Engineering for civil engineering; and Haley
& Aldrich for geotechnical engineering.
About Acentech
Acentech Inc. is a multi-disciplinary acoustics, audiovisual systems design, and vibration consulting firm
providing a wide range of services to a diverse group of clients. With offices in Cambridge, Massachusetts; Trevose, Pennsylvania; and Westlake Village, California, the company’s professional staff of more
than 50 consultants has broad and deep expertise in all areas of acoustics and audiovisual systems
design consulting. Having celebrated its 60th anniversary in 2008, Acentech is one of the oldest and
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largest organizations of its type: an unequaled resource to engineers, architects, and designers worldwide. For more information, please visit www.acentech.com.
About BOND
BOND was founded in 1907 and has been involved in some of the region’s most high-profile construction projects in both the building construction and civil and utility sectors of the construction industry.
Its Building Division is focused on academic, healthcare and corporate work; the Civil & Utility Division
offers energy, infrastructure, utility and special construction services throughout the region. In addition, its Facilities Asset Management Division provides specialized services to facilities owners. For more
information, please visit www.bondbrothers.com.
About Elkus Manfredi Architects
Elkus Manfredi Architects, a Boston based firm with a national reach, is a full-service design firm providing
architecture, master planning, urban design, interior architecture, space planning, and programming
services. The firm’s portfolio of work includes a rich diversity of master plans as well as building design
for performing arts venues, student residential environments, research facilities, libraries, and universitysponsored commercial districts. Whether a new building, renovation, preservation, or re-use, Elkus Manfredi works closely with each client to understand the institution’s long-term strategic goals and support
these goals in all assignments. For more information, please visit www.elkus-manfredi.com.
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