
Question: On a trip to Ireland we stayed at a hotel in 
Dublin that was advertised as “a tranquil retreat in the 
heart of the city center.” It was — until about 2 a.m., 
when people began leaving the nightclub/pub across 
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noise experts said.

First, though, a traveler’s best tool may be TripAdvisor, whose reviewers sometimes cited the same 
middle­of­the­night noise that disrupted Butler’s rest. The reviews seemed to depend on whether 
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It only happens when the band is playing [for one example]. Those are the [noises] that are the 
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“Sometimes noise isn’t bad. Sometimes a small noise from a unit that has a low sound actually has 
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I want to be on a courtyard. I don’t want to be next to the elevator core or close to a nightclub.”

On the Spot: Sound advice for avoiding hotel noise

A little research can save you from having the jarring experience that all but ruined 

this reader’s recent stay in Dublin.
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By Catharine Hamm 

Los Angeles Times Travel editor

November 27, 2010
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are a must.

“Structures may have other acoustical concerns that also need to be addressed. Those include doors 
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rity of the surface, vents in the attic or crawl space that provide a path for noise to enter into the living 
spaces, etc.”

To that list, Susan Cronin, vice president of operations for the Crescent Hotel Group, which deals with 
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heaven.
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